[Mechanical home ventilation--methods and technique].
With modern ventilators it is now possible to ventilate patients with severe respiratory failure during the night (or for longer periods) in their homes without the need for tracheotomy. At present the nocturnal nasal ventilation with intermittent positive pressure seems to become the method of choice. However also negative pressure ventilation is successful in many cases. The indications for home mechanical ventilation are briefly presented and the different techniques explained in some detail.